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A
It’s jarring, eerie even, to walk through 

an airport lobby knowing that if you had 
been there only 12 days before, you would 
have been stepping over the bodies of 
more than 100 people, killed or injured by 
grenades and guns.

At least I could keep walking on that Sunday, June 11, 
1972. I thought of the 17 Puerto Ricans on their dream 
trip to the Holy Land who only made it a few steps into 
their pilgrimage. Eight Israelis and one Canadian also 
perished that day, May 30, in Tel Aviv.

Bullet holes still pocked the airport’s walls. Jumping 
into my mind were news photos of the blood and bodies 
lying where I was now standing. For a fairly naïve 
20-year-old American, the Lod Airport Massacre was a 
sobering wake-up call to the reality of life in the Middle 
East, especially in Israel.

This carnage was the work of some strange 
bedfellows. The three terrorists—who had deplaned, 
unpacked their weapons and started killing anyone they 
could—belonged to the Japanese Red Army ( JRA). Why 
would anyone from Japan get involved in this conflict 
halfway around the world? 

The JRA was a small faction of anarchists whose goal 
was to overthrow the Japanese government and then 
lead a world revolution. Another group with totally 
different aims, the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, persuaded the JRA to relocate its base to 
Lebanon. From there, this tiny band became, for a short 
time, one of the world’s most-feared terrorist groups. 
It finally faded away, only to have other demented 
“revolutionaries” arise.

A revolutionary’s most difficult question
Four summers earlier, with their hit song 

“Revolution,” the Beatles had weighed in on all the 
political turmoil going on. A couple of their lyrics 
stuck with me then and still do: “You say you want a 
revolution, well you know, we all want to change the 
world” and, “You say you got a real solution, well you 
know, we’d all love to see the plan.”

That’s always the big question, isn’t 
it—what’s the plan? What is going to solve 
humanity’s problems?

In 1976 Patricia Steinhoff interviewed 
the lone surviving terrorist from the Lod 
Airport Massacre, Kozo Okamoto. Steinhoff 
wrote, “When I asked him what kind of a 
world he envisioned after the revolution, he 
smiled and said, ‘That is the most difficult 
question for revolutionaries. We really do 
not know what it will be like.’”

So they, like many revolutionaries, 
succeeded in doing little more with their 
absurd “revolution” than inflicting grief on 
a lot of innocent people. Indescribably sad.

Peace in Jerusalem—what’s the plan?
Our summer in Jerusalem passed without incident, 

thankfully, but we learned how tranquility there hangs 
by a slender thread.

Last June, 44 years later, I again walked through the Tel 
Aviv airport, now renamed Ben Gurion International. 

I told some friends about the Lod Airport Massacre. 
They didn’t remember it. So many terrorists, so many 
attacks—the memories blur.

Retracing my steps through Israel over the next two 
weeks, I felt those old tensions resurface, especially in 
“the Holy City.” One can’t help it when you walk by the 
Damascus Gate, for instance, and stand where civilians 
were recently stabbed. Some things never change. 

Or will they?
King David lived just down the street, and some 3,000 

years ago he wrote, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” 
It’s amazing that this most remarkable city has even 
survived since then, given how humans have run the 
show. Have we learned yet that only God can bring about 
the peace that Jerusalem so desperately needs? 

God says He’s got a real solution. Would you love to 
see the plan? Then read this issue’s cover article, plus the 
article “Longing for Home: The Life of a Sojourner.” They 
explain, from God’s Word, the past, present and glorious, 
peaceful future of Jerusalem.

PEACE IN JERUSALEM?
WE’D ALL LOVE TO SEE THE PLAN!

A terrorist attack, just days 
before my visit, impressed 
on me how fragile life and 
peace are. What will it take 
for real peace?

Clyde Kilough
Editor

@CKilough

CONSIDER
THIS
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FFrom my balcony perch one Friday evening just before 
sunset, I gazed down on the hundreds of Jews gathering 
at the Western Wall of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem to 
usher in the Sabbath. 

The camera I was holding silently told the story and 
explained the problem. Slowly tilting up, then panning 
to the left, the scenes shifted dramatically. First, the 
Jewish worshippers at their revered wall, then up to the 
Muslims’ golden Dome of the Rock mosque, then to the 
silhouetted domes and crosses of Christian churches only 
a stone’s throw away. 

At first, I had simply wanted to capture a nice 
panoramic shot. But then I realized the camera was 
catching the essence of the paradox—and the problem—
that is Jerusalem. 

In this tiny one-square-kilometer portion of land 
known as the Old City, those iconic religious images 
stand symbolic of the deepest religious, cultural, 
political, social, historical and ethnic conflicts facing 
humanity today.

Just what is Jerusalem?
Jerusalem is arguably the greatest paradox on earth! 
If any city evokes images of disunity and division, as 

well as unity and peace, it’s Jerusalem. 
If any city pictures historical suffering, it’s Jerusalem. If 

any city portrays future healing, it’s Jerusalem. 
More than anywhere else, Jerusalem embodies at once the 

human capacity for hatred and the godly capacity for love.
Even the Bible characterizes it in extremes as both 

sacred—“the holy city” (Isaiah 52:1)—and the epitome of 
sin—“Sodom and Egypt” (Revelation 11:8).

And how many visitors have pondered the sad irony 
that these three great world religions—all claiming to 
represent God, all claiming Jerusalem as a holy site—have 
mostly inflamed, rather than resolved, the tensions here? 

Actually, religion’s role in Jerusalem’s history presents 
another paradox. Despite its violent history, it was in the 
“City of Peace” that many of God’s prophets proclaimed 
a coming time when God would give peace, love and 
harmony to Israel, and from there to the rest of the world. 

JERUSALEM
A Paradox of Biblical Proportions

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ly
de

 K
ilo

ug
h

Jerusalem is 
ground zero for 
Bible history, end-
time prophecy 
and a beautiful, 
peaceful future to 
come. Here’s what 
you need to know 
about the Holy City.
By Clyde Kilough
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But in a scathing rebuke of the religious leaders of His 
day, Jesus lamented, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 
who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, 
as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you 
were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate” 
(Matthew 23:37-38).

Just a few days later, it was where He—the greatest 
Prophet and voice for peace—was violently murdered, 
giving His life to atone for the sins of the world.

And perhaps the greatest paradox lies yet ahead, 
when Christ returns and Jerusalem abruptly turns from 
being the focal point of pending world destruction to the 
centerpiece of world peace!

The “ticking time bomb”
Many of the 800-plus references to Jerusalem in the 

Bible show how it figures prominently in the events 
that usher in the coming return of Jesus Christ and 
His millennial rule. Among them are some incredible 

prophecies recorded more than five centuries before Jesus’ 
birth that God gave to His servant Zechariah. 

Describing the politically central position and 
troublesome nature of the city in the end time, He foretold: 
“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all 
the surrounding peoples. ... I will make Jerusalem a very 
heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away 
will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth 
are gathered against it” (Zechariah 12:1-3).

Waves of political and/or religious powers have for 
centuries trodden down Jerusalem, leaving a horrific 
legacy of interminable bloodshed. Christians and Muslims 
in particular have alternately slaughtered each other 
to wrest control of the City of Peace, with hundreds of 
thousands dying under the banners of the cross and the 
crescent. She has been, as Aldous Huxley once called her, 
the “great slaughterhouse of religions.”

But in the last century especially we have certainly 
seen the “heavy stone” part of this prophecy come to 
fulfillment as Middle East tensions, centered in Israel and 

If any city 
evokes 
images of 
disunity and 
division, as 
well as unity 
and peace, 
it’s Jerusalem.

Prophecy
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Jerusalem, have weighed down government leaders. They 
clearly understand the perilous ramifications of conflict 
there, knowing it could spill over to affect the entire world. 
Prophecy shows that is indeed what is going to happen—
the stone is only going to get heavier.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II expressed the worry of many 
when he said, “Jerusalem is a time bomb that I fear is just 
waiting to go off.”

Every time violence flares in Jerusalem today, those 
who understand the volatile nature of the Middle East 
wonder whether this might be the match that ignites 
the bomb. Even when tempers cool and enemies back 
off, the wedges of enmity seem to have only been driven 
deeper. Walking the streets of the city today, one senses the 
frustration and anger always simmering under the surface 
of everyday life.

The stone’s only going to get heavier
How do we know the “heavy stone” problem is going to 

get worse? Because the part of Zechariah’s prophecy of “all 
nations of the earth” being “gathered against” Jerusalem is 
yet unfulfilled.

In one of the Bible’s most important prophecies, Jesus 
elaborated on this when His disciples came “as He sat on 
the Mount of Olives” overlooking Jerusalem and asked 
Him specifically, “What will be the sign of Your coming, 
and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). Jesus answered 
in detail, listing numerous signs and events to watch 
for, among them this explicit statement: “But when you 
see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation is near” (Luke 21:20). 

What leads to this crisis? Other prophecies, especially 
in Daniel and Revelation, foretell the rise of a superpower 
coalition of 10 nations embodying the nature of the 
ancient Roman Empire, which will play a central role in 
end-time world events. 
This union of nations 
grows formidable 
on multiple fronts—
economic, religious, 
political and 
military—exerting 
such tremendous 
influence that conflict 
with opposing forces 
becomes inevitable.

In addition, 
most people will be 
completely unaware 
of the most dominant 
force working behind 
the scenes—Satan the 
devil, “the prince of 
the power of the air, 
the spirit who now 
works in the sons of 

disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). God, too, will be at work, 
giving supernatural power to His “two witnesses” for 3½ 
years to powerfully oppose the Antichrist and proclaim 
God’s truth to the world (Revelation 11:3-12).

Once again, all eyes will be on Jerusalem as these two 
men meet a brutal death at the hands of their enemy and 
“their dead bodies … lie in the street of the great city which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 
was crucified” (verse 8). A rejoicing world soon recoils 
in terror, though, as 3½ days later it sees them suddenly 
come back to life and ascend into a cloud!  

These events culminate the time Jesus called “great 
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of 
the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 
24:21). The threat to humanity will be so severe, He 
added, that “unless those days were shortened, no flesh 
would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be 
shortened” (verse 22).

Do you see why, moments later, Jesus gave this 
warning? “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be 
weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For 
it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face 
of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that 
you may be counted worthy to escape all these things 
that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man” (Luke 21:34-36).

The power of the Prince of Peace
Numerous prophecies describe what happens next, 

but let’s look again at Zechariah’s account of the coming 
“day of the Lord.” God says, “I will gather all the nations 
to battle against Jerusalem. … Then the Lord will go 
forth and fight against those nations, as He fights in the 
day of battle” (14:2-3). 

The battle will 
be short, fierce and 
one-sided, as you can 
read in more detail 
in Revelation 19. It, 
too, stands as another 
great paradox of 
human history—in 
order for the Prince 
of Peace to bring an 
end to man’s violence 
and strife, He has to 
“destroy those who 
destroy the earth” 
(Revelation 11:18).

His feet will stand
I began this article 

describing a Friday 
evening sunset at the 
Western Wall. That 
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Sabbath morning, I stood a few hundred yards away on a 
hillside, contemplating another scene far more inspiring. 
Zechariah described the return of Christ this way: “And in 
that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which 
faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall 
be split in two, from east to west. … Thus the Lord my God 
will come, and all the saints with You” (14:4-5). 

Standing on that same Mount of Olives and trying 
to drink in all that is Jerusalem—from its remarkable 
3,000-year past to its eternal future as the capital of 
God’s Kingdom—is almost overwhelming. And it would 
be depressing, except for God’s assurances!

He promises Jerusalem will someday become the 
capital city of a world government—not Israeli or 
Palestinian, not established by the United Nations or 
any human organization, and not even of any of man’s 
religions—but one pure government and religion 
established by Jesus Christ.

In another of Zechariah’s wonderful prophecies, 
God promises, “I will pour on the house of David and 
on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 
supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 
for his only son and grieve for Him as one grieves for a 
firstborn” (12:10).

Despite its being a “holy city,” very little grace has ever 
been at work in Jerusalem. Divine spiritual favor isn’t 
working in the hearts of Arabs and Jews (or anybody 
else) powerfully enough to bring these feuding cousins 
together and overcome millennia of strife and bloodshed.

It will take an act of God to lead humanity to repent, 
as Zechariah describes, and to be willing to forgive 
others as they have been forgiven. It will take an act of 

God for humanity to learn to practice love toward all 
without prejudice. It will take an act of God for all to 
accept Him as the one true God and to start living by 
His Word. 

It will take an act of God to bring a perfect universal 
government for all people, and for people to submit to 
it. Such a government must be devoid of selfish leaders 
driven by ignorance, envy, greed and revenge. The 
history and future of Jerusalem testifies to Jesus’ words: 
“With men this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 

Thankfully God will act.

From a paradox to a playground
With Christ’s return, a tired and downtrodden 

Jerusalem will find its rest and rescue. It will finally earn 
its intended status as a font of light, truth and glory, the 
capital from which Jesus Christ will liberate mankind 
and bring peace to our war-torn world. 

Zechariah also recorded this promise from God: 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘I will return to Zion, and dwell in 
the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be called the 
City of Truth, the Mountain of the Lord of hosts, the 
Holy Mountain’” (8:3).

No longer a perplexing paradox, a symbol of human 
futility, Jerusalem’s future is beautifully summarized in 
verses 4-5: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Old men and 
old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, 
each one with his staff in his hand because of great 
age. The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in its streets.’”

May God speed that day—for Jerusalem and the 
entire world! D

“And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 
Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 
of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west. … Thus 
the Lord my God will come, and all the saints with You.”
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AAntichrist.
For Christians, the name is chilling. It conjures 

nightmares of a charismatic leader of great power and 
persuasiveness who wins the hearts and minds of people 
around the world. In the popular imagination (which 
sometimes combines different biblical characters as if 
they were one), behind this deceptive charm swirls images 
of implanted microchips, mysterious numbers and 
fervent followers.

The word comes from the Greek antichristos, which 
means “the adversary of the Messiah” (Thayer’s Greek 
Definitions). In a general sense, anything against Christ is 
anti-Christ, but it is the concept of a specific individual 
who will deceive people before Jesus returns that has 
captured people’s attention. Ideas as to who this person is 
have varied greatly since the apostle John used this term in 
the first century.

Beliefs about the Antichrist have a checkered history. 
At the time of the Reformation and thereafter, Protestants 
claimed that the pope was the Antichrist. Catholics 
denied the accusation and cited early theologians who 
had a variety of ideas about the Antichrist, including 
speculation based on Genesis 49:17 that he would likely be 
a descendant of the tribe of Dan, that he would possibly 
rule from a rebuilt Jewish temple in Jerusalem, and that he 
would successfully deceive Jews into believing that he was 
the promised Messiah for whom they had been waiting. 

Protestants in the early 1600s were divided over whether 
the concept of antichrist was a counter religious force 
existing solely in people or organizations then in existence 
(a teaching of William Tyndale) or whether it represented a 
person yet to arise (the majority opinion among reformers).

In recent years some have even suggested that leading 
U.S. political figures, including George W. Bush, William 
Clinton, Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump, might be this person. 

Setting speculations aside, let’s consider what the Bible 
actually says about this sinister religious leader.

False christs to come
In the well-known Olivet Prophecy Jesus predicted the 

fall of Jerusalem and what conditions would be like before 
His return to earth. Jesus specifically warned His followers 
that many would come in His name “saying, ‘I am the 
Christ,’ and will deceive many” (Matthew 24:5). He added, 
“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect” 
(verse 24). 

The apostle John is the only biblical author to employ 
the word antichrist, and he used it in four verses in his 
writings. In 1 John 2:22 he labels anyone who denies the 
Father and the Son as “antichrist,” and in 2 John 1:7 he 
calls someone who doesn’t acknowledge that Jesus came in 
the flesh “a deceiver and an antichrist.” In these passages, 
antichrist is a general term that can apply to more than one 
individual.

John also uses the term to apply to a specific person who 
will arise at the end of this age. “Little children, it is the last 
hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come, by which we know 
that it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18, emphasis added 
throughout). 

Later in the same letter John describes those who deny 
Jesus has come in the flesh as being of “the spirit of the 
Antichrist” (1 John 4:3). 

Additional names for the Antichrist
Paul, and Jesus in a vision given to John, also described 

a specific religious leader who would deceive most people 
prior to Christ’s second coming. Although Paul and Jesus 
used different names for this individual, it seems clear that 
they are referring to the same person. These writings round 
out the profile of the Antichrist.

Will You 
Recognize 
the 
Antichrist?
How to identify this nefarious 
person has remained a puzzling 
enigma for almost 2,000 years. 
What do the Scriptures actually 
say about this evil character?
By David Treybig
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Writing to Church members in Thessalonica, Paul 
implored them “not to be soon shaken in mind or 
troubled … as though the day of Christ had come” (2 
Thessalonians 2:2). He explained, “Let no one deceive 
you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, 
the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself 
above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he 
sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he 
is God” (verses 3-4). 

This “lawless one,” “man of sin” and “son of perdition,” 
as Paul called him, will claim to be Christ (verses 3-4, 8). 
Because of the “power, signs, and lying wonders” granted 
to this man by Satan, many will be deceived by this 
“delusion” (verses 9-11). But this evil man will be destroyed 
by Christ at His second coming (verse 8).

Since Paul had written about this individual several 
decades prior to when John penned his general epistles, 
John may have had Paul’s teaching in mind as he wrote 
about the Antichrist.

Evidence from Revelation
Confirming what Paul and John had previously written, 

Jesus revealed to John in Revelation 13 that two “beasts” 
would arise to dominate the scene prior to His return to 
earth. One beast represented a civil authority, and the 
second represented a religious leader. Though both are 
actually against the real Christ, the second beast seems to 
best fit the role of the Antichrist spoken of by John.

This second beast would look like a lamb (be an 
imitation of Christ), yet speak like a dragon, which is 
another name for Satan (Revelation 13:11; 12:9). This 
second beast in the book of Revelation is later called “the 
false prophet” (Revelation 16:13; 19:20; 20:10). 

The second beast of Revelation will likewise deceive 
people by great signs he will perform—even making fire 
come down from heaven (Revelation 13:13-14). And this 
beast will enforce acceptance of the first beast—a civil 
authority—by controlling people’s ability to buy and sell 
via “the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of 
his name” (verse 17). For additional study about this mark, 
see our articles “666: The Number of the Beast” and “Mark 
of the Beast.”

What is amazing is that people’s political freedom will 
be taken away, and they will be deceived into thinking 
they are worshipping Christ! People will think what they 
are doing is normal and good (after all, the economy will 
prosper)! But such is the nature of deception. People who 
are deceived don’t know they are deceived.

While Satan has always been a master at making evil 
seem good and normal (compare Revelation 12:9 and 
Isaiah 5:20), this is destined to be one of Satan’s greatest 
deceptions. Given that this delusion is going to be so 
pervasive—deceiving all but a few who resist the demands 
of the Antichrist—we now need to look more carefully at 
the nature of his deception.

How to recognize the Antichrist
The names “lawless one” and “man of sin” that Paul used 

for the Antichrist provide important clues for identifying 
this end-time deceiver. These names indicate that the 
Antichrist will not be living in accordance with God’s laws 
or teaching others to do so. 

So will the Antichrist blatantly advocate rejection of 
God (breaking the First Commandment, Exodus 20:3-4), 
murder (breaking the Sixth Commandment, verse 13) and 
stealing (breaking the Eighth Commandment, verse 15)? 

Probably not. That would likely be too obvious.  
It is more likely that the Antichrist will simply continue 

to break the laws of God that are commonly broken by 
many professing Christians today. And what are some of 
these laws?

• God’s law instructs us to keep the seventh day (Saturday) 
holy and to worship Him on this day (Exodus 20:8; 
Leviticus 23:3). The New Testament Church continued 
to observe it (Acts 13:14, 42-44; 16:13; 17:2; 18:4; etc.). In 
contrast to what God says, most churches today consider 
Sunday their day of worship.

• God’s law instructs us to observe God’s annual holy 
days (Leviticus 23) and not to observe pagan practices 
(Deuteronomy 12:29-32). Instead of obeying God’s 
commands, most churches today have abandoned 
the biblical holy days and accepted in their place 
celebrations with pagan origins, such as Christmas 
and Easter.

• God’s law tells us not to make images to use in worship 
(Exodus 20:4-5; Leviticus 26:1). Yet many of today’s 
churches use pictures and statues as a part of their 
religious practices.

By breaking these often-ignored laws of God, the 
Antichrist will indeed be a “lawless one” and a “man of sin.” 
But to nominal Christians who have not understood God’s 
commands, the Antichrist’s conduct will seem normal. 
They will not suspect him of being a fraud.

The role of miracles
When the Antichrist then begins to use the supernatural 

powers that will be given to him by Satan, people will easily 
be deceived. After all, miracles are hard to deny.

But again, what many professing Christians do not 
realize is that miracles are not necessarily proofs of God’s 
approval. Long ago God explained that if a prophet arises 
and “gives you a sign or a wonder” but teaches contrary to 
God’s law, “you shall not listen to the words of that prophet. 
… You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, 
and keep His commandments” (Deuteronomy 13:1-4). 

We have to remember that Satan is going to give the 
Antichrist power to work “lying wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9). 

We pray that you will carefully prove and live by the 
laws God expects you to obey so you’ll be able to recognize 
the Antichrist.

For an overview of end-time prophecies, download 
The Book of Revelation: The Storm Before the Calm. D
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Longing for Home
The Life of a Sojourner

What does it mean to 
be a sojourner in this 

physical, temporary 
life—and why does  
it matter where we 

call home?
By Jeremy Lallier

Prophecy
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HHome.
That one word can mean so many things to so many 

people.
My wife and I bought our first house earlier this year, 

and for us, that’s home. It’s the place we lay our heads at 
night; it’s where we can relax and be ourselves; it’s where 
we look forward to returning at the end of a long trip—not 
because it’s a house, but because it’s a home.

Our home.
The building itself isn’t what’s important. A home can 

just as easily be an apartment or even a dirt hovel. In fact, 
it doesn’t even have to be an actual building. For Mary 
and me, home can also mean Virginia or Massachusetts—
the states we grew up in, the places filled with loved ones 
and treasured memories.

“Home” can take a lot of forms and guises, but at the 
end of the day, your home is wherever you can plant 
your flag and say, “This is where I belong.”

Except—what happens when you don’t belong?

Sojourning from home
Followers of God have a long history of not quite 

fitting in. Of not quite belonging. When Abraham 
entered the Promised Land, he did so as “a sojourner 
and foreigner” (Genesis 23:4, English Standard 
Version). Centuries later, God led Abraham’s 
descendants, the nation of Israel, out of slavery and 
into that same Promised Land, but with a reminder: 
“The land is Mine; for you are strangers and sojourners 
with Me” (Leviticus 25:23). A few more centuries later, 
one of the nation’s greatest kings would admit to God, 
“I am a stranger with You, a sojourner, as all my fathers 
were” (Psalm 39:12).

That’s an interesting word—sojourner. It’s an old one, 
and we don’t use it much anymore. A sojourner is simply 
someone who lives away from home. If you go to visit 
friends for a week, you’re sojourning at their house. If 
you’re a college student, you might be sojourning in a 
dorm. And if you’re Abraham, moving from place to place 
and living in tents, well, you’re sojourning too.

It makes sense why Abraham would call himself a 
sojourner. When God called him to go to the Promised 
Land, he left his familial home behind and became 
something of a wanderer. But what about Israel, the 
nation that inherited and lived in the land God promised 
Abraham? And what about David, a king of Israel who 
lived in a palace among God’s chosen people? How could 
they be sojourners in their own land—in their own homes?

Seeking a homeland
The author of Hebrews spends some time talking about 

men and women of faith—followers of God who stayed 
true to their calling, even when times got tough.

Abraham was one of those people. So was his wife, 
Sarah. So was Moses, who led the Israelites to the Promised 
Land. So was King David, whom God called a man after 
His own heart (Acts 13:22).

These heroes of the Bible “all died in faith … and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

Strangers and pilgrims. Sojourners on the earth. That’s 
the key to this puzzle. Most sojourners have their home in 
a different town, a different state, a different country. The 
sojourners of Hebrews 11 had their home in a different 
world—a Kingdom yet to come to this earth. They viewed 
their time here as time away from their true home.

This 
world 
isn’t 
your 

home.



LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 13

Welcome home. This is 
where you belong.

But why?
The passage continues: “For those who say such things 

declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if 
they had called to mind that country from which they had 
come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 
But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 
He has prepared a city for them” (verses 14-16).

When the author of Hebrews wrote about “a homeland,” 
he used the Greek word patris, which refers to a 
“fatherland” or “native place.” To put it another way, the 
men and women of Hebrews 11 weren’t just looking for 
some place to call home. They were looking for something 
specific. They were looking for their homeland, their native 
place—the place they could plant their flags and say, “This 
is where I belong.”

Embracing the dichotomy 
Being a Christian means coming to terms with a 

peculiar dichotomy:
This world isn’t your home.
You were born in this world, you live in this world and, 

barring significant advances in space travel, you are going 
to die in this world.

But it isn’t home.
It isn’t the place to plant your flag.
Mary and I have multiple places in this world that we call 

“home,” but we both know that those places are temporary. 
They’re places we’ve come to love and appreciate during 
our sojourn in this world, but our real home, our patris, is 
somewhere neither of us have ever been.

We have an idea of what it looks like, though.

Streets of gold
The Bible offers some beautiful descriptions of the new 

earth and of the city God is preparing for His people. It’ll 
have 12 foundations, each one decorated with precious 
stones (Revelation 21:19-20). The streets will be made of the 
purest gold, and all of its 12 gates will be enormous pearls 
guarded by angels (verses 12, 21). A river will flow through 
the city, as clear and pure as crystal (Revelation 22:1).

It’s a breathtaking picture. But I’m not as interested in 
the layout of this as I am in its inner workings, because 
that’s what truly sets it apart:

God the Father and Jesus Christ won’t have a temple 
in that city, because They’ll both live there—and Their 
very presence will outshine the sun and the moon 

(Revelation 21:22-23). They’ll both have a close and 
personal relationship with the inhabitants of that city, 
for “the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will 
be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for 
the former things have passed away” (verses 3-4).

No more pain. No more sorrow. No more crying. This 
city, this Kingdom of God, is going to be different from 
anything that’s ever come before it. And who gets to 
be there? “Those who do His [God’s] commandments” 
(Revelation 22:14). Everyone willing to commit to living 
according to God’s perfect way of life will have a place in a 
Kingdom fueled by that way of life.

And that is what home looks like.

Homecoming
Abraham, Moses, David and the other heroes of faith all 

died without setting foot in the home they were marching 
toward—but they died “in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured 
of them, embraced them and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

Our time here in this world—this society, this age of 
human misrule—is temporary. It’s a sojourn, whether 
we like it or not—and eventually, that sojourn will end. If 
we’re willing to accept that—to wait, as Abraham did, “for 
the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God” (verse 10) and to follow God and do His will—then 
you and I will join the ranks of those faithful heroes who 
came before us, waiting on the promises. 

Waiting on their home.
And one day, that city will come. The New Jerusalem 

will descend “out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:2). And on that 
day, God will be able to say to us and to all His children 
throughout the ages:

“Welcome home. This is where you belong.” D

To learn more about prioritizing God’s Kingdom—and 
how to do it—read our article “Seek Ye First the Kingdom 
of God.” To understand more about what the Bible really 
says about the reward of the saved and why it’s not what 
most people think, see “What Is Heaven?” 
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sSeveral years ago, I had an intriguing 
conversation with a Christian churchgoer 
in New Zealand. He firmly believed that 
if he prayed to God for divine healing, he 
would always be healed—every time. In fact, 
he held that God would have to heal him, 
without fail. I raised the idea that we all die 
of something, whether by illness, accident or 
old age. He was undeterred.

Later I realized that his belief is similar to a 
modern movement in Christianity sometimes 
called the prosperity gospel, the health and 
wealth gospel, or “name it and claim it.” Tens 
of millions of Christians worldwide profess 

Prosperity Gospel?

God has made many 
promises, and He has our 
best interests in mind. 
But does that mean 
faithful Christians will 
always be healthy and 
wealthy in this life?
By Jeff Caudle

What’s Wrong With the
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What came first in His mind? The future Kingdom of God 
and building godly character in preparation for it. In the 
previous verses, Christ had just admonished His followers to 
not worry about food, drink and clothing—basics of physical 
life. God would provide those things because He already 
knew of their need. All the other things of life would be 
taken care of if people put spiritual matters first.

Earlier in the chapter, He stated, “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, … but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven. … For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (verses 19-21). He doesn’t want us 
to be caught in the trap of materialism, but to learn to be 
giving as He is giving.

Again, His focus was on the spiritual treasures of God.
Christ’s message, His gospel, was not primarily focused 

on health, wealth and never-ending physical blessings 
at this time. Those who think His priority was physical 
blessings in this life must think He has failed to deliver 
these riches to mankind.

What did Jesus offer?
Jesus Christ offered His followers spiritual riches, 

spiritual understanding. He explained the blessing of 
having a close spiritual relationship with God, calling us 
His children (1 John 3:1-3). He revealed the truth about 
why we were born—to become children of God and receive 
eternal life (Romans 8:14-17). He desires all to receive 
salvation in due time and receive the gift of eternal life in 
His Kingdom (1 Timothy 2:3-4).

Was He against physical blessings in this life? Certainly 
not. His servants of old—such as Abraham, Solomon 
and Job—were enormously wealthy and certainly were 
abundantly blessed. On the other hand, it’s also clear that 
some of God’s servants—named and unnamed—lived 
with great affliction, poverty and suffering. In fact, many 
saints died appalling deaths in martyrdom while seeking 
the grand future God had promised so long ago (Hebrews 
11:13-16, 35-40).

The true gospel of God is not about something physical 
we can “name and claim” now. We cannot force God to do 
our will. Rather, He calls us by His graciousness into the 
knowledge of His ways and His wonderful gospel of good 
news about His future Kingdom and everlasting spiritual 
riches and blessings ( John 6:44; Romans 14:17). D

For further insights about 
God’s plans for you and all 
mankind, read our booklet 
The Mystery of the Kingdom. 

some form of this modern gospel message. Some of America’s 
largest megachurches are in the forefront of this movement.

So, what is the prosperity gospel?
In a New York Times opinion article, Kate Bowler, a 

historian of the prosperity gospel, stated: 
“Put simply, the prosperity gospel is the belief that God 

grants health and wealth to those with the right kind of 
faith. … I learned that the prosperity gospel sprang, in part, 
from the American metaphysical tradition of New Thought, 
a late-19th-century ripening of ideas about the power of 
the mind: Positive thoughts yielded positive circumstances, 
and negative thoughts negative circumstances.”

She further explained that “variations of this belief 
became foundational to the development of self-help 
psychology” (Feb. 13, 2016).

A new gospel with wide appeal
Last year a South African reader of our Life, Hope & 

Truth website asked, “What is wrong with the prosperity 
gospel?” It’s a valid question. 

Don’t all of us—whether we live in relative affluence or 
are struggling with poverty, disease and suffering—want 
to hear good news and have a good life? To hear that God 
wants to make us healthy and wealthy now is certainly 
very appealing.

A Time magazine article titled “Does God Want You 
to Be Rich?” quoted Stephen Prothero, noted author and 
chairman of the religion department at Boston University: 
“Poor people like Prosperity. They hear it as aspirant. They 
hear, ‘You can make it too—buy a car, get a job, get wealthy.’ 
It can function as a form of liberation” (Sept. 10, 2006).

So it’s not surprising that an accompanying Time poll 
found that “17% of Christians surveyed said they considered 
themselves part of such a movement, while a full 61% 
believed that God wants people to be prosperous.” In fact, 
“31% … agreed that if you give your money to God, God will 
bless you with more money.”

Time also noted that the emphasis of the prosperity gospel 
“is on God’s promised generosity in this life and the ability of 
believers to claim it for themselves. In a nutshell, it suggests 
that a God who loves you does not want you to be broke.’”

Television evangelist Joyce Meyer said, “Who would want 
to get in on something where you’re miserable, poor, broke 
and ugly and you just have to muddle through until you get 
to heaven? … I believe God wants to give us nice things” (as 
quoted in Time).

But is this prosperity gospel true?
God does want to give us good things, nice things, 

spiritually rich things. However, does the prosperity gospel 
agree with the true message that Jesus Christ brought when 
He walked the earth 2,000 years ago?

Notice Jesus’ own words: “But seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
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O
On Sept. 19, 1967, a baby boy was born in Flint, 

Michigan. His parents no doubt eagerly anticipated the 
arrival of their little one. But they received a terrible shock 
when he made his debut. He was born with a birth defect: 
he had no right hand, only an arm that ended in a stump 
at the wrist.

As he grew, he was like many American boys his age—he 
ate, slept and breathed baseball. I’m a few years older, but 
I remember riding uncountable miles on my bicycle, a 
baseball glove threaded over the handlebars, to and from 
Little League practices and games. 

Like so many, this young man dreamed of making it big and 
being a Major League Baseball player, specifically a pitcher. But 
how likely was that when you only have one hand? 

Jim Abbott never gave up
Undoubtedly some diehard baseball fans will already 

know that the boy with only one hand is none other than 
Jim Abbott. As a youngster, he spent countless hours 
throwing a rubber ball against a wall. He rested his glove 
on the stump of his right arm, threw the ball hard and 
learned to slip his hand into the glove in time to field 
the ball. He struggled and worked tirelessly to perfect his 
technique. He honed his reflexes and coordination to an 
incredible level.

Turning 
Adversities 
Into 

Blessings

Sometimes 
what seems like 
a terrible blow 
or crushing 
defeat can be 
turned into a 
springboard for 
success in life. 
God can make 
our trials become 
blessings.
By Tom Clark
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In high school he was good enough to make the cut 
and not only pitched but also batted for himself—even 
hitting home runs one-handed. He could pitch, get his 
hand in his glove fast enough to field a hot groundball 
hit back to him, get the ball out of his glove and back in 
his hand in time to throw runners out, even twisting to 
throw to second to start double plays! It was said he could 
pitch, field and throw the ball as quickly as most two-
handed pitchers.

In college he pitched for the University of Michigan, 
where in 1988 he won the Big Ten Player of the Year. He 
participated on the U.S. Men’s Baseball Team, which won 
gold in the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 

Then in 1989 he realized his dream when he signed 
on to pitch for the California Angels. Opposing teams 
repeatedly tried to take advantage of his disability by 
using the bunt—but he was so quick and agile it never 
worked. His pitches were regularly clocked at 85 to 90 
miles an hour, and his fastballs consistently approached 
95 miles an hour.

Eventually Jim was traded to the New York Yankees, and 
just before his 26th birthday, on Sept. 4, 1993, in a game 
against the Cleveland Indians, he achieved every pitcher’s 
goal and pitched a no-hitter. 

Jim continued to play until his retirement in 1999. 
Today he works as a motivational speaker.

We can choose to grow through trials
If Jim Abbott had been born with two hands, would 

he ever have become a great baseball player? Possibly 
so. But having to overcome a physical challenge made 
him dedicate even more time and energy into practice 
and improving. 

Sometimes what we may think of as insurmountable 
trials are what God intends to be challenges that teach 
and train us. Let’s look at a biblical example.

Perhaps you are familiar with the story of Joseph, 
which is recorded in Genesis 37. He was young, about 
17 at this point, and in many ways fairly naïve. He was 
his dad’s favorite son, which made his older brothers 
chafe. It may be that he even took some delight in telling 
them his dreams of greatness, flaunting his coat of many 
colors, etc. But he didn’t realize he’d pushed them to 
the breaking point. Most of his brothers were in favor of 
killing him (verse 18). But his brother Reuben saved him 
from death (verse 21).

Instead they sold him as a slave to Midianite traders. 
Joseph was still a teen when he was sold into slavery 
and taken to a land he didn’t know, with unfamiliar 
customs and likely a language he didn’t understand. 
Wouldn’t you feel like your life was ruined at this point? 
He was the favorite son of a wealthy man—destined for 
a nice inheritance and probably a comfortable life. But 
all that changed. 

Genesis 39 reveals Joseph was sold to a wealthy and 
important man named Potiphar. Joseph worked hard 
and tried to be wise, and most of all didn’t give up hope. 
He knew God hadn’t left him, and in time he began to 
receive favor until he was placed over everything in his 
master’s house.

What if it seems no good deed goes unpunished?
Unfortunately for Joseph, Potiphar’s wife was less than 

moral. She became enthralled with Joseph and tried to 
seduce him to commit adultery with her. He had been 
taught what was right, and he refused, even at last running 
away (Genesis 39:12). He was doing the right thing by 
fleeing sexual immorality. 

After her advances were spurned, she lied to her 
husband, claiming Joseph attacked her. So, as a foreigner 
and a slave, he was thrown into prison—and not just any 
prison, but the king’s prison (verse 20).

This was one of those places for which it could be said, 
“Abandon all hope, ye who enter here.” 

What if this had been you? His first horrible 
experience—being sold into slavery—could perhaps be 
chalked up to youthful arrogance and lack of discretion. 
But this time? He was punished even more severely for 
obeying God. 

Wouldn’t you think your life was ruined?

Joseph didn’t give up or give in to sin
By the end of chapter 39 we see Joseph, though still 

a prisoner, placed in a position of leadership inside the 
prison. The next chapter reveals how Pharaoh’s chief 
butler and baker were also put in the prison, and they 
had dreams that revealed their future. God gave Joseph 
the ability to correctly interpret their dreams. But he 
remained in prison and had no idea whether he would 
ever be released. 

After two more years, Pharaoh himself had a dream 
that greatly troubled him. Only then did the butler 



remember Joseph, and God gave Joseph the meaning of 
Pharaoh’s dream too (Genesis 41:16). Finally, after all these 
years and all his trials, Joseph was elevated to the second 
highest office in all Egypt (verse 40), and he was eventually 
able to save his family during a severe famine.

We see several important elements that were in place 
only because Joseph experienced these trials:

• He was in Egypt—in the right place and at the right time.
• He had been tested, and his character confirmed that 

he was a man of integrity.
• He had learned compassion and humility—key 

elements of a good leader.
• He had become an effective administrator. 
The apostle Paul wrote, “And not only that, but we also 

boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope” (Romans 5:3-4, International 
Standard Version).

Blessings in disguise
No one would have questioned Jim Abbott if he had 

decided to abandon his boyhood dream of being a Major 
League Baseball pitcher—if he had decided it was just too 
difficult with his disability. But in spite of the challenges—
one might even say because of the challenges—he excelled 
and achieved far more than most could have imagined.

It would have been understandable if Joseph had given 
up after being sold into slavery or unjustly thrown into 
prison. But God was working with him, showing and 
teaching him the things he needed to know, and putting 
him in the right place at the right time.

What about you and me? What is our perspective on 
our struggles in life? Whether they are minor or major 
in the grand scheme of things, do we keep in mind God’s 
promise to work out His purpose in us (Romans 8:28)?

Life may at times be filled with setbacks, missed 
opportunities, delays and sometimes very difficult 
hurdles to overcome. But through them all God can be 
preparing us for the future. If we are faithful in doing 
what is right no matter what, all our trials and difficulties 
will more often than not become blessings in disguise. D

Roadblocks to Growth
Sometimes we fail to grow and fail to learn the lessons 
of trials. At times we even fail miserably. It is helpful to 
understand some of the reasons why.

1. Lack of persistence: Do we ever get tired of trying and 
quit? Some people try to learn a musical instrument, but 
after a short time they don’t want to try any longer and set 
it aside. 

Florence Chadwick is known as the “Queen of the 
Channel,” because she was the first woman to swim the 
English Channel both ways and set records for both. 

But in 1952 as she was swimming from Catalina Island to the 
California coast, a thick fog set in. After battling cold, fatigue, 
sharks and then fog, she asked to come into the boat—only 
to discover she was less than a mile from the shore! 

We must endure to the end if we are going to grow 
(Matthew 24:13).

2. Lack of complete conviction: Far too many people go 
through life with the idea that they’ll do something until 
it becomes too hard, then they’ll quit. So they give up on 
a sport or instrument or friendship or marriage. It is easier 
to quit if you were never fully committed in the first place. 
God has made a firm commitment to us (Philippians 1:6), 
so we need to be completely committed to Him in return.

3. Rationalization: The natural human mind is very gifted 
at coming up with excuses and shifting blame for failures. I 
may not have done well or succeeded, but it isn’t my fault. 
Nobody can do that well, or the task was too hard. I just 
had a bad day, or someone else sabotaged me.

To succeed and grow, we must “own” our mistakes and 
learn from them. We also have to accept that difficult 
things happen and, like Joseph, make the best of the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves. Without this, 
we’ll never build the character of God and become the 
individuals God is preparing us to be. 
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M“Mommy, I really, really want that new toy! Plllleeease buy it for me!”

“Dad, I’m the only one in my class without a smartphone. Why can’t I have one?”

“Come on, Mom, I really need a better bike. Don’t make me ride the old one!”

Sound familiar?

The “gimme syndrome”
If you’re a parent, you’ve probably heard these kind of pleas. I definitely have. My 

sons are now in their early 20s and are quite content young men, but I remember 
having to confront the “gimme syndrome” when they were growing up. It seems there 
was always a television commercial, in-store display or classmate telling them they 
needed newer, better or more toys, electronics or sporting equipment.

Truth be told, it can be a huge challenge to raise contented kids, let alone stay 
content ourselves. By nature, we human beings always seem to want what we don’t or 
can’t have. On top of that, we are literally bombarded by advertising messages on our 
TVs, computer screens and phones, urging us to buy the latest fashions, designer jeans, 
computers and gadgets. Digital marketing experts estimate that the average American 
is exposed to between 4,000 and 10,000 advertisements every day, fueling attitudes of 
materialism and discontentment in kids and adults alike.

How to Raise 
Contented 
Kids

Help your 
children 
grow up to 
be thankful 
for what 
they have.
By Becky Sweat
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Social media can also come into play. When friends post 
updates about their amazing personal accomplishments, 
lavish vacations or seemingly perfect families or social 
lives, even if we know we’re only seeing a tiny slice of 
what’s going on in their lives, it can get us thinking about 
all the things we don’t have or are missing out on.

Of course, desiring more or something else isn’t always 
bad. But it is harmful if we can’t be satisfied without it. 
Looking through the Bible, we can see countless examples 
of people who were destroyed by discontentment, jealousy 
and restlessness. 

Certainly there is also a great deal in God’s Word 
exhorting us to take on the exact opposite mind-set. 
We’re told in Luke 12:15 to “take heed and beware 
of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses.” Hebrews 13:5 tells 
us, “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content 
with such things as you have.” And 1 Timothy 6:6 says, 
“Godliness with contentment is great gain.”

When we’re content, we are satisfied and at peace 
with our present situation or status in life. We don’t need 
anything else to feel “whole.” Contentment is an internal 
state of mind that delights and finds joy in whatever God 
has provided us.

How to teach contentment
So what’s the best way to instill contentment in your 

kids? This partially depends on their age. If you’ve got 
preschoolers, you may focus on curbing the “gimmes” and 
teaching them to be thankful for what they have. As kids 
get older, you can help them understand that contentment 
is a matter of trusting that God will supply our needs and 
that He knows what’s best for us. 

There are many ways to accomplish this, but here’s 
what worked for me when my sons were growing up:

The No. 1 antidote to discontentment is gratitude. If I 
thought my kids were dwelling too much on what they 
didn’t or couldn’t have, I’d ask them to start naming all the 
good things they had to be thankful for, and that usually 
turned their thinking around. Gratitude has a way of 
cultivating contentment, because it encourages us to take 
note of all the ways God has blessed us.

Some parents are very proactive about this. You might 
have your kids start gratitude journals, where they build a 
running list of what they are thankful for, and each day they 
add two or three new entries. Then when they’re having 
a not-so-great day, you can have them look over their 
journals, and that will remind them of their blessings. 

Try to work gratitude into your daily conversation: “I 
am so thankful to be able to have a garden.” “We should be 
so grateful that we have a house with clean running water. 
A lot of families in this world don’t have that.” 

Teach your kids to appreciate the beauty all around 
them: singing birds in the trees, a freshly fallen snowfall, 
wildflowers in the backyard, a pleasant summer breeze. 
This will encourage them to focus on what’s positive.

You can also set aside special times each day to express 
appreciation. Before morning or bedtime prayers, ask your 
kids to think of three blessings they can thank God for. At 
the start of dinner, have every family member name at 
least one thing he or she is grateful for. Do this not only 
when everything is going great, but even when your kids 
are struggling with disappointments. By getting into the 
habit of acknowledging their blessings even during difficult 
times, kids can learn to be content in any situation they face. 

Encourage your children to use their time, talents and 
resources to help those in need (Romans 12:3-13). When we 
serve other people, we develop an attitude of contentment 
because it gets us to stop dwelling on our own wants and 
desires, and instead focus on the genuine needs of others. 

I know several families who volunteer at community 
service organizations. One collects donations of canned 
goods for their local food bank. Another family drives a 
weekly “Meals on Wheels” route together. A third organizes 
a game night once a month at a senior living center. 

A friend of mine contacted a hospital in her area to see if 
it would be okay for her daughters, then 10- and 12-years-
old, to deliver homemade get-well cards for the children 
in the pediatric unit. When she got the go-ahead, she and 
her daughters spent a day making the cards and another 
afternoon delivering the cards to the young patients, many 
of whom were seriously ill. 

“Before we did this, my girls were upset about some 
things going on in their personal lives, but afterwards, they 
were just grateful for their good health,” my friend relates. 

But service doesn’t need to be via a formal institution 
or service organization. When my sons were growing up, 
we taught them to be on the lookout for people who might 
need help, and together we’d reach out to them. That may 
have meant delivering a meal to a sick friend, visiting an 
elderly shut-in, or shoveling the driveway for the widow 
next door. Whenever my kids started helping others, they 
couldn’t help but see how much they had to be thankful for. 

1. Practice gratitude.

2. Give and serve 
together as a family.
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The fact is, we will always encounter people who live 
in bigger houses, wear nicer clothes or are more popular, 
talented or intelligent. If you see your kids comparing 
themselves with their peers and feeling discontented 
because they’ve been outshone, it’s time to step in. Talk with 
them about the dangers of comparing our lives with others.

Encourage your kids to be happy for their peers 
when they see them enjoying their blessings and 
accomplishments, and tell them why they should not 
feel a sense of lack because they don’t have those exact 
same things. Remind them that God works with everyone 
differently, and we all have our own talents and strengths. 
Explain that everything we have comes from God, and He 
gives us what we need, when we need it. 

When my two sons were young, I quickly learned it 
wasn’t a good idea to pile them into the double stroller 
and go “window shopping” around the mall. Suddenly, 
they were seeing all kinds of toys that they desperately 
wanted—toys they didn’t even know existed before the 
trip to the mall. Limiting their exposure to all the “stuff ” 
for sale in stores helped keep discontentment at bay. 

Similarly, when they hit their teen years and wanted 
to spend the afternoon roaming the mall with friends, 
unless they were going there to buy something they truly 
needed, I tried to steer them toward a nonmaterialistic 
activity, such as going on a walk together or playing 
board games. 

Don’t forget advertising’s influence. Some parents only 
allow their kids to watch ad-free television or put a DVD 
in instead, to reduce the number of commercials coming 
at them. This can be effective to a point. However with 
advertising being so ubiquitous, you won’t be able to 
totally shield your children from it. 

Instead, teach your kids about the goals of marketers: 
that they’re in business to sell products and make us 
think we “need” something, when most likely we don’t. 
Talk tabout the ads you see: “Do you really think those 

shoes will help you play basketball better?” “Do you think 
that toy is really as good as it looks in the commercial?” 

Studies have shown that when parents make 
evaluative comments about the advertisements their 
children are exposed to, it decreases their children’s 
desire for those products. 

Ultimately, the most important way to teach your kids 
to be content is to be that way yourself. Your children are 
watching your example. If you are satisfied with what you 
have, they probably will be satisfied with what they have 
too. On the other hand, if you are never happy with your 
life, your children will likely adopt the same mind-set.

We should heed the words of the apostle Paul: “I have 
learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what 
it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty” 
(Philippians 4:11-12, New Revised Standard Version). We 
must trust God as He direct our paths. We not only need to 
pray about the various situations and decisions we face, but 
also be at peace with His answers—even when it isn’t what 
we want to hear. That is the essence of biblical contentment 
and what we should be modeling for our kids.

None of us will do this perfectly. Still, we need to be 
striving to live this way. It doesn’t matter how much money 
we have, what size of house we live in or what type of work 
we do, we can and must look for the positives, be grateful 
and choose to be content. When we do, we’ll be teaching 
our kids to do the same. D

3. Discourage 
comparisons.

5. Model contentment.

4. Limit materialistic 
influences.

THANK 
YOU!



Fahrenheit at midnight) and other northern gathering 
places where people count down to the new Roman year.

It makes you wonder: How did New Year’s Eve come to 
be celebrated in the winter and at midnight? Blame it on 
the ancient Romans.

Julius Caesar, the calendar fixer
Many ancient societies began their new year in the 

spring. But by the time of Julius Caesar, the Roman 
calendar was off. Way off. To get the calendar to line up 
with the seasons, Caesar had to add 90 days!

The Roots and Fruits 
of New Year’s Eve

Some of the customs 
may seem crazy or 
quaint, but what are 
the real origins and 
results of the New 
Year’s holiday?By Mike Bennett

I
I admit it. I have been up at midnight on New Year’s Eve 

a few times. Not celebrating exactly. In fact, most of those 
times I was part of a volunteer security force on the campus 
where I went to college—which happened to be along the 
Rose Parade route in Pasadena, California. 

Our job was to be alert to criminals, vandals and even 
people camping out along the parade route and searching 
for anything they could burn to keep warm. You might 
be surprised that it gets fairly cool in January in Southern 
California. Of course, it is much warmer there than in 
New York’s Times Square (where it averages 33.7 degrees 
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History.com explains, “Over the centuries, the calendar 
fell out of sync with the sun, and in 46 B.C. the emperor 
Julius Caesar decided to solve the problem by consulting 
with the most prominent astronomers and mathematicians 
of his time. He introduced the Julian calendar, which 
closely resembles the more modern Gregorian calendar 
that most countries around the world use today.

“As part of his reform, Caesar instituted January 1 as the 
first day of the year, partly to honor the month’s namesake: 
Janus, the Roman god of beginnings, whose two faces 
allowed him to look back into the past and forward into the 
future. Romans celebrated by offering sacrifices to Janus, 
exchanging gifts with one another, decorating their homes 
with laurel branches and attending raucous parties.” 

Beliefnet.com also notes that New Year’s is associated 
with the winter solstice and is “an ancient holiday with deep 
spiritual roots. … Ancient Romans celebrated with six days of 
carousing that would probably be familiar to us today.” 

Customs and superstitions
From its ancient origins, a wide variety of traditions 

and superstitions have developed around the world. Here 
is just a sampling.

“In Ecuador, people make dummies, stuffed with straw, 
to represent the events [and people, such as politicians 
and pop culture icons] of the past year. These ‘[año] viejo’ 
effigies are burned at midnight, thus symbolically getting 
rid of the past” (Beliefnet.com). Some even try to jump 
through the flames 12 times!

MarthaStewart.com describes another jumping 
tradition: “Many Danish people celebrate the New Year 
by jumping off chairs at the stroke of midnight. Leaping 
is said to banish bad luck and bring good fortune into 
the new year. They also traditionally throw plates at 
neighbors’ doors to symbolize their friendship. The 
person with the most broken plates is said to have the 
most friends.”

On NPR.org, Maria Fe Martinez describes another 
Latin American New Year’s tradition: “If you want to have 
a very lucky year, you have to wear yellow underwear. 
And if you want to have a very passionate year, you wear 
red underwear. …

“And you can get them all over town. Like, if you’re 
driving in your car, you’re going to see a street vendor 
selling yellow underwear, which is hilarious. Right after 
Christmas, they show up.”

The International Business Times reports that 44 
percent of Americans say they will kiss someone at 
midnight. But why?

According to Livescience.com, “Puckering up at the 
stroke of midnight is a venerable tradition with ancient 
roots. Many cultures considered the transition from the 
warm to the cold seasons to be an intensely vulnerable 
time, when evil spirits could run amok, Aveni [author 
of The Book of the Year: A Brief History of Our Seasonal 
Holidays] said.

“Many of our traditions, including kissing, originally 
come from the English tradition of ‘saining,’ or offering 
blessing or protection, during the period of Yuletide, Aveni 
said. (Yuletide was originally a pre-Christian Germanic 
festival that eventually became synonymous with 
Christmastide in Europe.)”

New Year’s crime rates
In addition to its pagan roots, the fruits of this holiday are 

not good. For example, according to Allprobailbond.com, 
“the holidays are the busiest time of year for the bail bond 
industry.” Why?

“• Increased alcohol consumption. … Driving under the 
influence is the leading cause for New Year’s Eve arrests. …

“• Increased emotions. Some people are very unhappy 
during the holidays. Domestic violence often increases 
during the holiday season as well as self-inflicted wounds. 
Consumption of alcohol also increases violent acts.”

What does the Bible say?
The Bible gives its own list of meaningful annual 

celebrations, but Jan. 1 is not on the list. It’s definitely not 
God’s new year; He set the first month of the year to begin 
in what we call March or April (Exodus 12:2; Deuteronomy 
16:1). And the Bible warns against getting ensnared by 
customs that are based on pagan religions. We are not to 
ask, “How did these nations serve their gods? I will do 
likewise” (Deuteronomy 12:30).

Superstitions and customs that may seem quaint or 
harmless to most people today can be repulsive to God who 
knows their roots and their fruits. 

Playing with paganism isn’t cute—it is corrosive to our 
relationship with the true God. When God calls Himself a 
“jealous God,” it’s actually a sign of His love and desire for 
the best for us (Deuteronomy 6:14-15).

And consider the apostle Peter’s call to avoid sinful 
celebrations where there is “lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, 
revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries” (1 
Peter 4:3). Peter acknowledged that our friends may think 
it strange we no longer party with them, but in the end we 
must answer to God.

For all these reasons, celebrating the pagan holiday of 
New Year’s Eve is not pleasing to God. D

Learn more about what 
God says in our free booklet 
From Holidays to Holy Days: 
God’s Plan for You. 
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WORLDWATCH

Water Woes Continue
According to the World 
Health Organization:
• 884 million people lack 

even a basic drinking-water 
service, including 159 million 
people who are dependent 
on surface water.

• Globally, at least 2 billion 
people use a drinking water source contaminated with 
feces.

• Contaminated water can transmit diseases such 
diarrhea, cholera, dysentery, typhoid and polio. 
Contaminated drinking water is estimated to cause 
502,000 diarrheal deaths each year.

• By 2025 half of the world’s population will be living in 
water-stressed areas.

WHO

EU Showing Little Solidarity 
on Migrants

Two years ago, EU chief Jean Claude-Juncker urged member 
countries to show solidarity by taking in 160,000 refugees.

Euronews reported that as of Sept. 1, only 27,645 refugees 
had been relocated, with Hungary and Poland refusing to 
take part altogether.

Artificial intelligence raises “colossal opportunities and 
threats that are difficult to predict now. … The one 
who becomes the leader in this sphere will be the 
ruler of the world.”

—VLADIMIR PUTIN

AP

Read background on the crisis in our November/December 
2015 article “The Migrant Crisis: What Does It Mean?”

* as of Sept. 1, 2017. Denmark and the U.K. were not part of the scheme.

Refugees EU 
asked country 
to take in

Number of 
refugees 
taken in*

% of request 
fulfilled

Malta  131  148  113

Finland  2,078  1,951  94

Ireland  600  487  81.2

Luxembourg 557  382  68.6

Latvia  481  321  66.7

Lithuania  671  382  56.9

Sweden  3,766  1,902  50.5

Portugal  2,951  1,415  47.9

Estonia  329  141  42.9

Cyprus  320  130  40.6

Netherlands 5,947  2,308  38.8

Slovenia  567  217  38.3

Germany  27,536  7,852  28.5

Belgium  3,812  936  24.6

France  19,714  4,278  21.7

Romania  4,180  727  17.4

Spain  9,323  1,257  13.5

Croatia  968  78  8.1

Bulgaria  1,302  50  3.8

Slovakia  902  16  1.8

Austria  1,953  15  0.8

Czech Republic 2,691  12  0.4

Hungary  1,294  0  0

Poland  6,182  0  0
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Non-Christians 
and Christmas

According to the Pew 
Research Center, 96 
percent of U.S. Christians 
say they celebrate 
Christmas. But so do 81 
percent of non-Christians.

“Roughly three-quarters of 
Asian-American Buddhists 
(76%) and Hindus (73%) 
celebrate Christmas.” 
About a third of U.S. Jews 
had a Christmas tree in 
their home.

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who make 
a difference in our lives.”

—JOHN F. KENNEDY

“The world is full of people looking 
for spectacular happiness while they 

snub contentment.”—Doug Larson

See “How to Raise Contented Kids” 
(PAGE 19).

See “Would Jesus Celebrate Christmas?” (PAGE 29).

*Includes people who celebrate Christmas but do not say whether they think it is a religious or cultural holiday.

PEW

Celebrating Christmas: Religious or 
Cultural Holiday?

Do you celebrate Christmas? For you personally,
Christmas is ...

More of a religious holiday

More of a cultural holiday

Both/Other*

51%

92%
Yes7%

No

1%
Sometimes/
Don’t know

32%

9%

Christians Non-Christians
96% 81%

Thank
you
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IIn a recent speech about the state of the EU, European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker posed a good 
question to Europe’s ruling class: “What Union will we 
pass on to our children?” Angela Merkel, the chancellor of 
Germany, is widely known as “Mutti,” or compassionate 
Mommy to her nation. Emmanuel Macron won election 
to France’s presidency heralding the “revival of Europe.” 
Ironically, despite the “children are our future” overtones, 
Juncker, Merkel and Macron have no children of their own.

In fact, there have never been so many childless 
politicians leading Europe as there are today. Britain’s 
Theresa May, Italy’s Paolo Gentiloni, Holland’s Mark Rutte, 
Scotland’s Nicola Sturgeon, and Sweden’s Stefan Löfven—
as well as the leaders of Luxembourg, Latvia, Lithuania 
and Romania—all have no offspring.

For each of these leaders the cause of childlessness 
may be different, and may, in some cases, be attached to 
heartbreaking sorrow. But Europe’s elites are a reflection 
of Europe’s larger demographic trends.

The stark fact of so many childless European leaders 
has some questioning whether being childless changes 
the way a leader views his or her country’s future. Why 
are the childless leaders of Europe making such sweeping 
and permanent demographic changes to the Continent?

A continent self-destructs
“Europe is committing suicide. Or at least its leaders 

have decided to commit suicide.” Those are the opening 

words of British author and political commentator 
Douglas Murray’s bestseller, The Strange Death of Europe, 
in which he describes a continent and culture caught in 
self-destruct mode. “Those in power,” he writes, “seem 
persuaded that it would not matter if the people and 
culture of Europe were lost to the world” (2017, pp. 1-2).

“The world is coming into Europe,” warns Murray, “at 
precisely the moment that Europe has lost sight of what 
it is. And while the movement of millions of people from 
other cultures into a strong and assertive culture might 
have worked, the movement of millions of people into a 
guilty, jaded and dying culture cannot” (p. 7).

No babies, please, we’re European
Europe is quite literally not reproducing itself—not 

having enough children to keep population levels steady, 
much less to grow. Author George Weigel has chronicled 
how Europe’s systematic depopulation is nothing less 
than a “demographic suicide,” while historian Niall 
Ferguson called the Continent’s flatlining fertility “the 
greatest sustained reduction in European population 
since the Black Death in the fourteenth century.” 

A current research report financed by the EU is blissfully 
titled “No Kids, No Problem!” but it ignores how deep the 
Continent has descended into a demographic winter: 

• In 1950, four of the world’s 10 most populous 
states were in Western Europe alone, but by 2017, 
Europe’s most populous country, Germany—which 

Europe is facing mass immigration, 
plunging birthrates and the grip of 
a cultural illness that is sapping its 
will to live. Will Europe survive?
By Neal Hogberg

Does Europe 
Have a Future?
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just overtook Japan by having the world’s lowest 
birthrate—ranked just 16th globally and is now 
projected to shed population from 83 million to 68 
million in 2050 without migration (Economist). 

• The birthrate is now well below replacement level 
in all 28 EU countries, highlighted by France, 
which hit its lowest level in 40 years (Irish Times 
and Newsweek).

• Eastern Europe now has “the largest loss of 
population in modern history,” shrinking, 
according to the United Nations, to about 292 
million people last year, 18 million fewer than 
in the early 1990s. The number is equivalent to 
the disappearance of the entire population of the 
Netherlands (Financial Times).

• If current trends continue, every new generation 
of Spaniards will be 40 percent smaller than the 
previous one (The Guardian).

• By the middle of this century, if present fertility 
patterns continue, 60 percent of the Italian people 
will have no personal experience as a brother, a sister, 
an aunt, an uncle or a cousin (American Diplomacy).

Such a self-imposed childlessness, throughout an 
entire continent that is wealthier, healthier and more 
secure than ever, betrays symptoms of a deeper problem 
that is at the root of many of Europe’s dilemmas, 
including its difficulties assimilating immigrants and its 
fiscal turmoil.

Expecting a tired, bleak future
When people are optimistic about the future, they 

tend to be more enthusiastic about having children, but 
a Europe-wide poll by Project28 in August 2017 shows 
a growing pessimism about the Continent’s future. A 
majority of respondents expect their children to have a 
worse life than they have. Such pessimism has its roots in 
the loss of belief and faith, which means that Europe has 
lost its foundational story. 

Douglas Murray describes life in the liberal democracies 
of modern Western Europe as thin or shallow, adrift 
without a sense of purpose. “Europe,” he writes, has “lost 
faith in its beliefs, traditions and legitimacy.” 

Europeans, continues Murray, sometimes fall into 
“terrible doubts of our own creation.” He adds, “More than 
any other continent or culture in the world today, Europe is 
now deeply weighed down with guilt for its past. … There is 
also the problem in Europe of an existential tiredness and 
a feeling that perhaps for Europe the story has run out and 
a new story must be allowed to begin. Mass immigration … 
is one way in which this new story has been imagined” (The 
Strange Death of Europe, p. 3).

Radical ideas, disastrous repercussions
At the dawn of the 20th century, Europe was the 

center of world civilization as the result of scientific, 
cultural and political achievements. But within a few 
decades, Europe had produced two world wars, several 

World InSight
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totalitarian systems, a 
cold war that threatened 
global holocaust, the 
gulag, Auschwitz and 
millions of corpses. 

What went wrong so 
fast for the Continent? The 
answer is unprecedented cultural and theological upheaval. 
Even before the devastation of two world wars, Europe 
received two seismic blows from which it never recovered. 

The first punch, as Douglas Murray details, was 
delivered by the wave of scholarly biblical criticism that 
swept through German universities in the 19th century. 
For many believers and clergy, this turned the Bible from 
the inspired Word of God into just another interesting but 
flawed literary text. 

This was followed in 1859 by the knockout punch to 
the Christian narrative of European history—Charles 
Darwin’s On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection. For many, his theory of evolution seemed to 
eliminate the need for a Creator God, allowing atheism 
and secularism to flourish. 

Britain’s former chief rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, has 
warned that the secularization of Europe is leading to 
its demographic, moral and ultimately civilizational 
downfall. Sacks claimed in an interview with the Daily 
Telegraph in 2016 that there is no “historical example of a 
society that became secularised and maintained its birth 
rate over subsequent centuries.”

The future belongs to the fertile
Against this secular and infertile Western culture 

stands Islamic culture, which places an emphasis on large 
families. Turkish President Recep Erdoğan exemplified 
that culture when he recently called for all Turks residing 
in Europe to have five children each. “This will make the 
future of Europe yours,” he declared. 

While the high tide of recent mass immigration appears 
to have passed, the influx continues at a lower level and 
could rise again dramatically in response to another crisis 
in the volatile and rapidly growing Middle East.

In February 2016 President Erdoğan, angry at EU 
political maneuvers, threatened to send millions of 
migrants to Europe. “We can open the doors to Greece and 
Bulgaria anytime and we can put the refugees on buses,” 
he told European Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker. European Commissioner for Migration Dimitris 
Avramopoulos verified that there are approximately 3 
million migrants waiting to cross into Greece from Turkey 
in an effort to reach Western and Northern Europe.

The great replacement
While most political leaders in Europe go along 

with Chancellor Merkel’s attitude regarding the 
massive immigration surge, some have fought back. 
The controversial Catholic archbishop of Strasbourg, 

Luc Ravel, nominated by 
Pope Francis in February, 
recently warned that 
“Muslim believers know 
very well that their birth 
rate is such that today, 
they call it ... the Great 

Replacement. They tell you in a very calm, very positive 
way that ‘one day all this, it will be ours.’”

The even more controversial prime minister of 
Hungary, Viktor Orbán, has called for solving Europe’s 
demographic problems by “renewing ourselves 
spiritually.” He has also directly challenged the prevailing 
political winds: “At last, the peoples of Europe, who have 
been slumbering in abundance and prosperity, have 
understood that the principles of life that Europe has 
been built on are in mortal danger. … Mass migration is 
a slow stream of water persistently eroding the shores. 
It is masquerading as a humanitarian cause, but its true 
nature is the occupation of territory.” 

Europe to rise again
For years, proclamations of Europe’s demise have been 

a staple, and the subject of a “European identity crisis” has 
filled the pages of many books and articles. But the Holy 
Bible shows that Europe, despite the current state of affairs, 
will play a major role in end-time events.

But the longer the “clash of civilizations” in Europe is 
allowed to go on, the more likely it is that a strong reaction 
will emerge. It must be remembered that Europe, and 
especially Germany, has a long history of turning to strong 
leaders to address deteriorating conditions.

One of the hallmarks of European history has been 
the repeated attempts to coalesce religious authority and 
political power to dominate the Continent. Though it would 
seem improbable when one views the current mayhem of 
the European cultural landscape, the stage is being set.

The revealed Word of God describes a time, yet in the 
future, when another adaptation of the Holy Roman Empire 
will ascend from the core of Europe to be a powerful force 
once again (Revelation 13:1-18; 17:9-14; Daniel 7:17-18).

A dynamic and ferocious political leader, described as a 
beast, in tandem with a powerful religious system headed 
by a mesmerizing figure, will lead to a monumental conflict 
between historically Christian Europe and an Islamic power 
bloc to its south (Daniel 11:40-42). D

Learn more about the 
future for Europe and the 
world in our free booklet 
The Book of Revelation: The 
Storm Before the Calm. 

 “Muslim believers know very 
well that their birth rate is 
such that today, they call it 

... the Great Replacement.”
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F
For millions of Christians around the world, the only 

time of the year they go to church is Christmas and 
Easter. These are sometimes called CEOs (Christmas and 
Easter Only attendees). 

According to the Hartford Institute for Religion 
Research, only 20 percent of American Christians 
actually attend church on a weekly basis. (The number 
is even lower in Europe.) Many churches report that 
their attendance nearly doubles on Christmas, and there 
is a significant spike in Google searches for “church” in 
late December.

Why do people who normally don’t go to church show 
up on Christmas? 

Well, only those people can really answer that, but 
it’s likely because they see it as a special celebration 
of Christ’s birth, so they want to do what they believe 
honors Him.

But consider this question: Does Christmas hold the 
same significance to Jesus Himself? 

Missing from the Bible
To answer any question about Jesus Christ, our 

first (and really only) logical source is the Bible—
particularly the four Gospels and the later writings of His 
contemporaries. When you study those documents, it’s 
striking that the most prominent celebration associated 
with Christianity is totally absent. Nobody—not Jesus, not 
Peter, not John, not Paul—gives any hint that he had ever 
celebrated Jesus’ birth in December (or any month). 

That is not to say that the Bible doesn’t talk about 
Jesus’ birth, but it actually gives very few details about 
it. It is only covered in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke 
(Mark and John never discuss it). But if you read Matthew 
1-2 and Luke 2 closely, you discover there are only a few 
verses that directly discuss the actual day of His birth 
(Matthew 1:25; Luke 2:7-16). The rest of these sections 
describe events that surrounded His birth, but did not 
actually occur on the same day.

What is typically called “the Christmas story” 
inaccurately squeezes almost all the events described in 
Matthew 2 and Luke 2 into one single day in late December. 

CHRIST
CHRISTIANITY

VERSUS

Would Jesus 
Celebrate 
Christmas?
People around the world celebrate Jesus’ 
birth on Dec. 25. However, this date 
held no particular significance to Jesus 
Himself. But other days did.

By Erik Jones
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practiced. That’s why we write about the biblical holy days 
so often. These days were established by God and were a 
major part of Jesus’ life when He walked the earth. Yet most 
mainstream Christians ignore these biblically sanctioned 
days and instead keep unbiblical holidays like Christmas—
which are man-made and based on ancient pagan worship. 
Consider that Christmas was first mentioned in A.D. 336—
more than 300 years after Christ’s lifetime!

Some people believe it is okay to celebrate holidays 
originally rooted in paganism because they have now 
been Christianized. But is God okay with this? The truth 
is, God has never given people permission to appropriate 
paganism and redefine it as worshipping Him. In fact, 
He commanded in no uncertain terms that they never 
do that (Deuteronomy 12:29-31; Jeremiah 10:1-5; 2 
Corinthians 6:17). 

One of the apostle Paul’s most succinct and 
memorable lines is found in 1 Corinthians 11:1: “Imitate 
me, just as I also imitate Christ.” 

In this short sentence, Paul captures the essence of 
what real Christianity is. When it comes to how you 
worship God, will you imitate the example of Jesus by 
observing the biblical festivals He observed? Or will you 
celebrate holidays invented by men? D

 
To learn more about the problems with Christmas, 

read a past Christ vs. Christianity article “Jesus Christ 
vs. Christmas.”

For instance, the common perception is that three wise 
men visited the infant Jesus on the night of His birth. 
But the wise men actually didn’t arrive until much later, 
when the family was living in a house and Jesus was no 
longer a newborn (Matthew 2:11). And the Bible doesn’t 
say there were three wise men (verse 1). To learn more 
about the myths surrounding His birth, read “The Birth 
of Jesus: Myths and Misperceptions.” 

What did Jesus celebrate?
But if Jesus didn’t celebrate the most popular religious 

holidays of today, did He celebrate anything? Yes. In fact, 
the New Testament provides a lot of details about the 
religious days He observed. 

Throughout His life, Jesus faithfully observed the 
Sabbath on the seventh day of the week. It was such a 
regular part of His life that Luke described it as “His 
custom” (Luke 4:16). No matter where He was, from 
Jerusalem to Galilee, He always rested and would attend 
the synagogue to hear and read the Scriptures and 
sometimes teach (verses 17-21). 

Jesus grew up in a family that faithfully observed the 
biblical holy days rooted in the Old Testament scriptures 
(Leviticus 23). For example, Luke records that His 
family “went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 
Passover” (Luke 2:41).

Every year. 
This wasn’t just to keep the feast known as the 

Passover. It included the two holy days that fall in a 
week’s time—the first and seventh days of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (verse 43; see also Leviticus 23:4-8). He 
also observed the other festivals taught in Leviticus 23. 
John 7, for example, provides an account of the last Feast 
of Tabernacles Jesus kept as a human being.

The early Church continued to follow His example by 
observing these special days. Our online article “Christian 
Festivals” highlights many scriptures that show the early 
Christians observed the same days Jesus did. 

Follow Christ
One of Discern’s primary purposes is to help our readers 

discover Bible truths that are not widely understood or 

Is Christmas Christian? Four 
Questions to Consider 
Most assume Christmas is a Christian holiday, even 
though it has been secularized and is celebrated by 
millions of non-Christians. Here are four questions to 
consider about Christmas. The answers may lead you 
to reconsider giving this holiday a “Christian” label.

I. Is it Christian to celebrate Christ’s birth on the 
birthday of an ancient sun god?

II. Is it Christian to keep ancient pagan worship 
practices alive by calling them Christian?

III. Is it Christian to lie to children about a 
mythical figure’s existence?

IV. Is it Christian to ignore the festivals sanctioned 
in the Bible and instead keep holidays taught 
nowhere in the Bible?

These questions are addressed in our InSights blog 
post “Four Reasons Christmas Is Not Christian.” 
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SPORTING 400 POUNDS OF SOLID MUSCLE,  
he looked me straight in the eye. There was a moment of 
recognition before I looked away. In simian society, fixing 
the gaze of a silverback gorilla is worse than impolite, 
it’s a challenge. We wanted his permission to stay, which, 
after glancing around our group of eight respectful 
adventurers, he granted by returning to his breakfast of 
bamboo shoots. We were in.

The rainforest-covered Virunga volcanoes of 
northwestern Rwanda are among the few regions where 
one can still find Gorilla beringei beringei, of which, at 
the time of my visit, there were fewer than 400 left on the 
planet. (Today there are almost 900.) Mountain gorillas 
will not breed or even survive in captivity, so if they 
disappear in the wild, they’ll all be gone for good.

After a two-hour predawn drive on potholed roads 
to Volcanoes National Park, we were assigned to groups 
of eight, each led by rangers carrying rifles. Gorillas are 
normally quite gentle; silverbacks only fight to defend 
their harems of females and their young from direct 
threats. But an accidental encounter with an elephant, 
buffalo, hyena, poacher or participant in the genocidal 
cleansing of a decade earlier could be life-threatening.

Peace and unity
We hiked straight up the side of the volcano. Breathing 

hard as we approached 12,000 feet (3,600 meters), we felt 
our clothing soak through with drizzle and mist, and 

watched it gradually darken with mud as we slipped and 
slid ever higher. Suddenly, there they were in a clearing in 
the jungle, the Amahoro (Peaceful) group with its silverback 
Ubumwe (Unity). He assented to our presence, and a 
stopwatch clicked. We would have 60 minutes among them.

These were wild animals, but amazingly gentle, and 
they accepted our presence. A curious young blackback 
walked up to look at my video camera. He came within 6 
feet (2 meters) before veering away. A young mother with 
a month-old baby clinging to her back walked so closely 
behind me that a ranger whispered an urgent warning: 
move! Surprised, I turned and could have touched them, 
but didn’t. A perceived threat to a baby will agitate even a 
gentle silverback. Nothing broke the trance.

A new vision for the world tomorrow
My feeling of unity with the creation was intense. It was 

peaceful, otherworldly and mesmerizing. From jungle 
clearing to jungle clearing, for me this became a new 
vision for the world tomorrow, the millennial reign of Jesus 
Christ: harmony, confidence, fascination, joy. Even their 
names were fitting: Unity, Peaceful. I thought of the words 
of Isaiah 11:6-9:

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
The leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
The calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
And a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
Their young ones shall lie down together;
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole,
And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,
For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
As the waters cover the sea.

Now when I think of the Millennium, in addition to the 
lion and the lamb, I think of a gorilla. And I can’t wait. 

Learn more about the coming time of peace in our free 
booklet The Mystery of the Kingdom.  

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

BY THE WAY with 

An expedition to see the mountain gorillas of Rwanda gave me a new vision of the 
millennial reign of Jesus Christ.

The Lion, the Lamb and the Gorilla?
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CHANGE 
YOUR 
LIFE!

God wants you 
to experience 
a life full of 
meaning, 
satisfaction 
and joy. That 
life is possible!

LEARN WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT 
THE LIFE GOD DESIRES FOR YOU.

Download the free booklet at lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/change-your-life


